STANSTED WINDMILL. By Janice McDonald.

The poet Longfellow wrote,

Behold! A Giant am |,

Aloft here in my Tower

With my granite jaws | devour

The maize and the wheat and the rye,
And grind them into flour.

Stansted Mountfitchet is privileged to have a Grade II* five storey brick tower mill built in 1787 by
Joseph Lindsell. It is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

With the windmill Lindsell also built a malthouse, mill house, granary and bake house. Nothing
remains of the granary or malthouse; the mill house became a Roman Catholic Church and is now a
private house as is the former bake house.

In 1807 the Mill was put up for auction, held at the Kings Arms Inn in Stansted. Mr Chaplin bought
the Mill having obtained a mortgage from Mr. Robert Sworder, a solicitor in Hertford. The cost was
£1135.

Mr. Chaplin leased the Mill to several millers but as the running of the Mill was of course dependent
on the weather, especially the wind, not many were successful. The Mill was ultimately leased to
Charles and Edward Hicks of Stansted who worked it for the next 70 years. It last worked, crushing
oats, in 1910.

James Blyth, later the first Lord Blyth of Stansted Mountfitchet, bought the Mill in 1887. His son, the
second Lord Blyth, organised extensive repairs, restoring it to a sound state. Then in 1935 it was
“conveyed for the benefit of the inhabitants of Stansted”.

During WWII the Mill was used by the Boy Scouts as their headquarters; they left in 1963.

The Mill was opened to the public for the first time in 1964. It was floodlit in 1977 to commemorate
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and it is such a welcoming sight to see the windmill lit up at night when
one enters the village from the south.

Much of the correspondence dealing with the Mill is held at Essex Record Office in Chelmsford. This
provides some insight into a miller’s life: for example in 1850 Mr Edward Hicks wrote:

“The Mill has ground scarcely anything for this last month for want of wind there is a great loss of
time often, which ought to be taken into consideration. A windmill is not worth much with the
present trade.”

The Mill, staffed by volunteers is open for visiting on the first Sunday of the month from April to
October and every Sunday in August, 1.30pm to 5.30pm. Tea, coffee and squash are available.
Visitors are encouraged to climb to the top of the Mill to view the ancient workings. Including the
trap doors through which the sacks of grain were hoisted, millstones of French-burr and on the
fourth floor the great brake wheel, this transmits power of the sails to the stones.



